	
  

“Thanks to Football, I survived the 1994
genocide against Tutsi in Rwanda in which over
one million people were slaughtered by their
countrymen.”	
  
	
  
	
  

RWANDA HISTORY

A GENOCIDE SURVIVOR
STORY

Founder, Eric Murangwa Eugene
• “For many years after the
genocide, I kept asking
myself ‘why me?’ And only
recently I came to realise
that those who survived had
all survived for a purpose,
which is to make sure our
loved ones weren’t lost in
vain. The only way we can
do that is to make sure that
what happened to them,
and to us, never happens to
our children.”

Rwanda: Fast Facts
President: H.E. Paul
Kagame Size: 26,338 sq.km
GDP Growth: 5.9 % (2016*)
GDP per Capita: US$ 702.84
(2016)
Population: 11.92M (2016)
Population Density / Km2:
495 (Year 2017 -2018)
Age expectancy: 67 (2016*)
Languages: English,
French, Kinyarwanda,
Swahili

WHAT HAPPENED IN RWANDA? 	
  

Pre-Colonial Rwanda	
  
• Before 1884 Rwanda is a
relatively peaceful
country, presided over by
a Tutsi monarchy, with
Tutsi perceived as cattle
herders at the top of
society and Hutu as
farmers below. Hutu and
Tutsi are not races or
tribes; rather, they
resemble social classes,
with movement between
one class to another
possible.

Rwanda Under Colonial Powers 	
  
•

First Germany, then Belgium,
take control of Rwanda and
rule as colonial masters
between 1884 – 1959. Belgium
imposes the colonial strategy
of ‘divide and rule’ and favours
Tutsi, who they believe to be
racially superior to the Hutu.
Hutu and Tutsi are formally
divided with the introduction of
an ID card system in 1933
which makes any further
movement between Tutsi and
Hutu classes difficult.

The Turmoil of the Social Revolution	
  
•

Following World War II, the
global colonial system begins
to fall. Belgium switch
allegiances and support the
transfer of power to the Hutu
majority. The Hutu Revolution’
takes place between 1959 –
1962, leaving tens of
thousands of Tutsi dead and
causing hundreds of
thousands to flee to
neighbouring countries.
Belgium grants independence
and cycles of violence continue
over the coming years.

The Liberation War	
  
•

Between 1990 – 1994 the
Rwandan Patriotic Front (RPF/
RPA), made up of mainly Tutsi
refugees in exile, launch a war
against the regime in an attempt
to force the government to
recognise the long standing
problem of Tutsi refugees. The
Rwandan Civil War begins.
Although a power-sharing peace
deal is negotiated in 1993, Hutu
extremists in the government
prepare to wipe out the Tutsi.
Militias are trained and armed,
while anti-Tutsi propaganda is
spread nationally through the
media.

The Night The Fuse Was Lit
• On the night of 6 April
1994 an aeroplane
carrying Rwanda’s
Hutu President was
shot down and Hutu
leaders accused the
Tutsi of killing him. It
did not take long for
the violence to erupt.

The International Community Fails RWANDA
§

In a catastrophic failure the
UN withdrew its troops in the
middle of Genocide and
evacuated foreigners to
safety, giving the Hutu regime
free rein to eliminate the Tutsi
population

§

France continued its support
throughout the genocide by
providing arms and military to
the interim government, which
was operationalising the
genocide.

100 Days; 1,000,000+ Lives Lost	
  
•

While the international
community fails to intervene and
stop the mass killing, the
Rwandan Patriotic Front
continues its advance, gaining
control of the country and halting
the genocide in July 1994.
Although the new government
creates peace and stability, over
two million Hutu flee Rwanda to
neighbouring countries, some to
escape punishment and some
fearing retaliation.

The International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda	
  
•

In 1995 the UN sets up the
International Criminal Tribunal
for Rwanda in Arusha –
Tanzania to prosecute persons
responsible for genocide and
other serious violations of
international humanitarian law.
Despite having successfully
convicted 93 individuals by the
time of its closing in 2015, the
tribunal has been criticised
because of its slow progress,
its location outside Rwanda
and the vast resources
invested in it compared to the
small number of convictions.

Home Grown Solution: The Gacaca
Courts	
  
•

Due to the perceived failures of
the International Criminal
Tribunal for Rwanda and a
huge backlog of cases against
people suspected of genocide,
the new Rwandan government
modifies a traditional conflict
resolution system known as
Gacaca (meaning ‘justice on
the grass’). These village
courts deal with one and half
million cases aiming to punish
perpetrators, uncover the truth
and promote reconciliation.

The	
  Impact	
  of	
  Hate	
  Media	
  in	
  
Rwanda	
  
•

•

•

•

•

It	
  is	
  widely	
  believed	
  that	
  hate	
  media	
  had	
  a	
  
signiﬁcant	
  part	
  to	
  play	
  in	
  the	
  genocide,	
  during	
  
which	
  over	
  1,000,000	
  Tutsis	
  and	
  moderate	
  
Hutus	
  were	
  killed	
  by	
  their	
  fellow	
  countrymen.	
  
The	
  most	
  prominent	
  hate	
  media	
  outlet	
  was	
  
the	
  private	
  radio	
  sta@on,	
  Radio	
  Television	
  
Libre	
  des	
  Mille	
  Collines	
  or	
  RTLM.	
  
Prosecutors	
  at	
  the	
  Interna@onal	
  Criminal	
  
Tribunal	
  for	
  Rwanda	
  argued	
  that	
  RTLM	
  played	
  
a	
  key	
  role	
  in	
  the	
  genocide	
  during	
  the	
  trial	
  of	
  
the	
  radio's	
  top	
  execu@ves	
  Jean-‐Bosco	
  
Barayagwiza	
  and	
  Ferdinand	
  Nahimana,	
  who	
  
got	
  35	
  years	
  	
  and	
  life	
  in	
  prison	
  sentences	
  
respec@vely.	
  	
  
Hassan	
  Ngeze,	
  who	
  ran	
  an	
  extremist	
  
magazine	
  called	
  Kangura	
  was	
  also	
  sentenced	
  
to	
  life.	
  
Belgian	
  reporter	
  Georges	
  Ruggiu	
  who	
  worked	
  
for	
  RTLM	
  was	
  also	
  convicted	
  and	
  sentenced	
  
for	
  12	
  years	
  in	
  prison.	
  	
  

The Person Cost	
  
• Hutu militia killed over 35
members of my extended
family
• Among them was my 7
year old brother,
Irankunda Jean Paul
• He was killed alongside
my uncle John Kayonga
who worked as a medical
nurse at Ndera mental
hospital

Team Spirit In My Moment Of Need	
  
•
•

Sporting solidarity became a
matter of life and death

As the killings intensified, my
teammate, Munyurangabo,
made sure that I and a number
of other people were all looked
after, providing us with
protection, supplies and, most
of all, hope.
• Sadly, Munyurangabo lost his
life later on because of his
determination to be an
upstander not a bystander.

	
  

THE NEW RWANDA

Football for Hope, Peace & Unity	
  
• I believed football could
bring people together and
help with the
reconciliation process
• This faith in the beautiful
game led me, fellow
Rwandans and others to
form Football for Hope,
Peace and Unity (FHPU
Enterprise)
	
  
“Changing	
  Lives	
  Through	
  Sport.”	
  

	
  

Survivors Tribune
•

•

•

“Thank you for telling us your incredible
story. It made me think about a different
way of viewing sport and to pay more
attention to the human experience in
history”, Ben.
“The story made me feel that it only takes
one person to make a change, and for that
I’m eternally grateful. I am now also aware
of the suffering going on in other countries,
and how to help others overcome
it.”Hamaad, Student at Abraham Moss
Community School, Manchester.
“It is always inspirational to hear Eric and
his colleagues from Survivors Tribune
speak. They are truly dedicated to making
'Never Again' a reality by working tirelessly
to educate us about their experiences. We
think that every school should hear from
them!” The Genocide80Twenty team at
Hampton School.

Building a Nation of our Choice
•

One of our key projects so far is
‘Play For Hope: Rwanda20’. This was
a collaborative project with the global
organisation
Coaches Across Continents (CAC) and
operated in concert with our broad
array of supporting local community
groups. Since 2014 we’ve been
building a network and developing
ways to empower Rwandan
communities to use football as a
means of promoting social cohesion,
nation building, and improving the
quality of life of all Rwandans. To this
day, the PlayforHope Rwanda20
coaching programme has been able to
train over 600 local community
coaches and its legacy continues to
positively impact thousands of children
across the country.

Bridge Builders
In the UK, FHPU has:
• Established TEAM RWANDA UK
regular football training sessions
and community social activities
• Organised awareness-raising
football activities for events
including Peace Day, World Aids
Day, Youth Day, International
Women’s Day, Holocaust Memorial
Day and International Day of Sport
for Development and Peace
• Participated in educational
workshops on Genocide & Prejudice
organised by HMDT, Aegis
Students, Schools and Universities
across the UK

COMMUNITY INTEGRATION

AMAHORO: One Day One Goal
•

In line with our key objectives,
FHPU alongside Peace One Day
have come together to organise
community football activities to
mark Peace Day, 21 September.
• As part of the Peace One Day
initiative One Day One Goal,
since 2013 FHPU and its
partners play over 80 matches in
the UK and Rwanda to
commemorate the day. With
over 2000 matches played in 134
countries on Peace Day every
year, it is clear that football is a
universal language that can unite
us despite our differences.
	
  

PLAY2REMEMBER
•

Play2Remember is an annual football-for-good
event, taking place in both London and Kigali,
which uses sport as a tool for social
development. Organised in collaboration with
several community outreach groups, both in
Rwanda and in London, the event’s main aim
has always been about raising awareness of
genocide and mass atrocities. This is why our
event is always organised during the last
weekend before7thApril to coincide with the
commencement of the international day of
remembrance for the 1994 genocide against
the Tutsi in Rwanda, which falls on 7th April.
Furthermore, Play2Remember has become
an important part of our series of programmes
that use sport as a tool in peace building
social development; and since 2015 as part of
our activities we have been celebrating the
United Nations’ International Day of Sport for
Development and Peace (IDSDP) which takes
place every year on 6th April.

SOCCER MY SAVIOUR
Soccer My Saviour is a
documentary film directed by Kyri
Evangelou and Laura Authier.
It tells the story of Eric Murangwa
Eugene, a Soccer player who,
since surviving the 1994
Genocide against the Tutsi in
Rwanda, has dedicated his life to
promoting peace and
reconciliation through the sport
that saved his life. Eric recounts
the special relationship he shared
with his teammates, a bond that
withstood the horrors of one of the
worst atrocities in human history.

BEYOND CLASSROOMS: RWANDA STUDY
TOURS
•

Survivors Tribune is offering
UK schools the opportunity
to book a study tour to
Rwanda. The programme is
designed to give students an
opportunity to learn about
the genocide by hearing the
stories of those who were
there and visiting the places
that have direct meaning to
the survivors stories and the
genocide history at large.

“A colleague of mine told me once that if we really want to teach about a place, we must
go there: walk the streets, breath the air, eat the food, and meet the people.”

	
  
	
  
	
  
The Country of Thousands Hills and Thousands
Smiles!
•	
   Today, Rwanda is peaceful and the reconciliation process has brought

RWANDA TODAY

people together. It is a vibrant and forward-looking country. No longer
divided into three tribes, Rwandan people are now part of a single
nation, working as one. The country has made huge leaps in terms of
improved education, health, social security and encouraging individual
entrepreneurship.
• The remarkable development successes have helped to reduce
poverty and inequality. Life expectancy has significantly increased
from 30 years old in 1994 to 67 years old today.
• Today Rwandan politics is cited as a model of gender inclusiveness
with 64% of women holding parliaments seats and 40% in the cabinet.
• Kigali, Rwanda's capital is regarded as “Africa's cleanest and safest
city” because of its clean and high standards streets and roads …

Soccer for Social Impact

Peace is a Process

Keeping Memories Alive

Voice of the Voiceless

Connecting the World

Survivor Talk

To	
  ﬁnd	
  how	
  you	
  can	
  be	
  involved	
  visit	
  our	
  websites:	
  	
  
www.survivorstribune.org	
  and	
  www.Upuenterprise.org	
  

